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A case of metastatic lung cancer with pleural adhesion
after subphrenic abcess and pleural effusion

Kenta Kawai, Hirohisa Inaba, Norihiro Kishida
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Department of Surgery, Japanese Red Cross Shizuoka Hospital

Abstract : 60's-year-old man was diagnosed as rectal cancer in another hospital and
referred to our hospital. When he was admitted, he was pointed out a mass at
lingular division of the left lung. Because the imformed consent was obtained,
laparoscopic low anterior resection was performed for diagnosed rectal cancer first.
In the postoperative course, ruptured suture was occurred and drainage was per-
formed. Moreover, subphrenic abcess and pleural effusion was observed and treated.
After his discharge, a operation for lung tumor was scheduled but his anxiety for
general condition postponed the operation. When the imformed consent was obtained,
a chest computed tomography showed a reduction of pleural effusion. The patient
had undergone a partial resection of lingular division of the left lung by video-
assisted minithoracotomy. Frozen-section pathologic examination was performed on a
specimen, and pathologic diagnosis was adenocarcinoma that has metastasized from
rectal cancer. He had an uneventful postoperative course and discharged on postop-
erative day 8. He is now doing well. We experienced a case of lung cancer with pleu-
ral adhesion after subphrenic abcess and pleural effusion. We performed a partial
resection of lingular division of the left lung by video-assisted minithoracotomy suc-
cessfully.

Key word : subphrenic abcess, pleural adhesion, video-
assisted thoracic surgery
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