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A case of metastatic lung cancer
with a history of pleurodesis
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Department of Surgery, Japanese Red Cross Shizuoka Hospital

Abstract : A 60's-year-old man, who has a history of pleurodesis against
pneumothorax, total laryngectomy against larynx and hypopharynx cancer, and low
anterior resection against rectal cancer, was pointed out with a mass in the left lung
S 8 region (pericardial and diaphragmatic surface) and was presented to our depart-
ment. Metastatic lung cancer was suspected and video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery
(VATS) lobectomy was performed. Because the patient had a history of pleurodesis,
strong pleural adhesion was seen in the pleural space. The area of pleural adhesion
surrounding the surgical ports was peeled off by finger and thoracoscope was in-
serted into the thorax. The remaining area of adhesion was also peeled off under the
guide of thoracoscope. The mass was then resected. The operation time was 2.5 hours
and intraoperative hemorrhage was 30 ml. No obvious postoperative complications
were seen and the patient was discharged on 7 POD. Even with extensive pleural ad-

hesion, a thoracoscopic lobectomy was successfully carried out in this case.

Key word : pleurodesis, lobectomy, metastatic lung cancer, video-assisted
thoracoscopic surgery (VATS)
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