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Three patients with mesenteric lymphangioma encountered in our department
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Abstract

We report 3 patients with mesenteric lymphangioma encountered in our department over a pe-
riod of 9 months between September 2011 and May 2012. Patient 1 was a male aged 3 years
and 11 months. The disease manifested as abdominal pain that gradually aggravated. The abdo-
men showed board-like rigidity, tenderness, and muscular defense over the entire area. A diagno-
sis of mesenteric lymphangioma was made using contrast-enhanced CT. The symptoms improved
after antibiotic and steroid administration. However, small bowel volvulus occurred after 4
months, and complete resection and ileectomy were performed as emergency surgery. Patient 2
was a male aged 3 years and 10 months. He had complaints of upper respiratory tract inflamma-
tion and low back dullness. Contrast-enhanced CT and MRI revealed the lesion, but emergency
resection was not indicated. His course has been observed. Patient 3 was a female aged 3 years
and 6 months. She was admitted due to the gradual aggravation of periumbilical pain and vomit-
ing. Diagnosis of this disease was made using contrast-enhanced CT and MRI. After antibiotic
administration, the abdominal pain disappeared once but recurred after 4 and 6 weeks. After
emergency laparotomy, complete tumor resection and resection of the small intestine (10 cm)
were performed. For various abdominal symptoms (particularly persisting or recurrent abdominal
pain), it is desirable to actively perform diagnostic imaging techniques, considering the possibil-
ity of this disease.

Key words : mesenteric lymphangioma, child, abdominal symptoms, acute abdomen, imaging
techniques
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