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Summary of 13 new outpatients with undiagnosed pediatric malignant tumors

in our department during the past 4-year period

Department of Pediatrics, Japanese Red Cross Kyoto Daini Hospital
Naho Kobayashi, Toshio Osamura, Satoshi Inoue, Kazuki Kikuyama,
Kensuke Yoneda, Hiroshi Kubo, Yasuhiro Kawabe, Taeko Hirao,
Manabu Kimura, Kimito Todo, Tadaki Omae, Nobuyuki Kiyosawa

Department of Pediatrics, Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine
Tomoko Iehara

Abstract

We evaluated the clinical characteristics of 13 new outpatients (7 males and 6 females) with
undiagnosed pediatric malignant tumors in our department between 2008 and 2011. Their ages
ranged from 1 month to 14 years (mean, 6.4 years), and the final diagnosis was a hematologic
tumor in 7 children, brain tumor in 3, and solid tumor in 3. In particular, the symptoms of hema-
tologic tumors at the first consultation in our department were non-specific. The interval between
the onset of symptoms and first consultation in our department varied from 2 days to 1 year and
10 months. Ten children had visited near clinic initially, and 9 of them were referred to our de-
partment by the previous doctors. Nine (0.010% of all outpatients) and 4 (0.016%) children re-
ceived within-hours and out-of-hours outpatient consultation services, respectively. Four children
(30.8%) were in a critical condition at the first consultation, while 9 were carried to another hos-
pital on the day of their first consultation. The referral rate according to the consultation hours
was higher for out-of-hours (50.0%) than for within-hours (77.8%) consultation, and critical con-
ditions were more frequently observed for out-of-hours (50.0%) than for within-hours (22.2%)
consultation. In pediatric emergency care, attention should be paid to children with undiagnosed
malignant tumors.

Key words : Undiagnosed malignant tumor, children, tumor-associated critical condition, pediat-
ric emergency, new outpatients
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