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Procedure and Results of a Totally Implantable

Central Venous Access System in the Arm
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Abstract

Patients in outpatient chemotherapy or home parenteral nutrition are afraid for anxiety and
pain, such as needle stick failure and peripheral vascular medical leakage. A central venous ac-
cess system is so useful for improvement of quality of life of these patients. A central venous
catheter was inserted through the left basilic vein under fluoroscopic guidance using contrast me-
dia. The implantable port was inserted at the inner site of the arm. Technical success was in 73
of 74 cases (98.6%). During follow-up (mean service period 261.2 days), five complications oc-
curred, which means 0.263 episodes per 1000 catheter days. This procedure is safe and easy to
perform and superior in cosmetic. The port and catheter embedded in the arm, the catheter over
the shoulder joint is moved along with arm motion. This causes to the catheter displacement or
venous thrombosis. Involved in the management and operation to correct knowledge and skills to
get along with as well as to take appropriate measures for complications is essential.

Key words : central venous access system, arm, implantable port, catheter
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