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A Study of Not-Attending School Cases in the
Pediatric Outpatient Department

Tadanori NAKATSU, Tsutomu YOSHIMOTO, Kaname OKADA, Tetsuya YOSHIDA
Division of Pediatrics, Komatsushima Red Cross Hospital

In finding pediatric patients who don’t attend school and treating them at an early stage, the role of
pediatricians is very important. Thus, we investigated 85 children who consulted our department over the
past four years and seven months and did not attend school. The number increases annually, and
especially, junior high-school students have increased. On first examination, physical symptoms were
found in 87%, including mainly headache, abdominal pain, malaise, nausea, vomiting, and pyrexia.
Complications such as simple obesity, orthostatic dysregulation irritable bowel syndrome, and bronchial
asthma were found in 48 patients. The main personalities in the children observed by their protectors were
seriousness, impatience, selfishness, competitive spirit, tenderness, and stubbornness. As for their
relationship to the children who resist attending school, an acceptable attitude is important, and while

counseling their families and connections with school-related people are conducted, they must be treated.
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