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Side Effects of Postoperative Epidural Morphine-Bupivacine.
—The Incidences and Prevention—

Ritsuko GO, Airifumi KOHYAMA, Keiichi MORI, Tadashi ABE
Division of Anesthesiology, Komatsushima Red Cross Hospital

In 631 patients performed postoperative continuous epidural analgesia with morphine and bupivacaine, incidences of
side effects related to these drugs was investigated retrospectively. Pruritus occurred most frequently (37%) followed
by nausea (34%), vomiting (21%), urinary retention (10%), weakness or hypesthesia in lower extremities (4%), vertigo
(4%) and sacral redness (2%). In 82 patients, the reason for discontinuation of the epidural analgesia was specified to
side effect. Among them, nausea was most frequent (44%). Although patient-controlled analgesia was introduced to
administer minimum necessary dose, the incidences of pruritus and nausea increased on the contrary. For prevention
of nausea, droperidol was administered epidurally to 135 patients. Compared to the patients without droperidol, the
ratio of patients requiring antiemetics decreased significantly (20% vs 10%, P<0.005). Nausea was the most

problematic side effect in postoperative continuous epidural analgesia and droperidol was effective for its prevention.
key words : epidural morphine, PCA, droperidol
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