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Diagnosis and Treatment of Senile Mental Disorders

Masahito TOMOTAKE, Hiromichi OKABE
Division of Neuropsychiatry, Komatsusima Red Cross Hospital

In an aging society such as today, mental disorders in the old age is becoming more serious social problem than ever.
In the old age, abnormal behaviors such as fugue, foul deed, abnormal eating behavior, hallucination and delusion,
agitation and violence, sexually deviated behavior and suicidal attempt are often recognized and, in the background of
these abnormal behaviors, organic brain diseases, aggravation of physical conditions and functional psychosis are
present in many cases. In this paper, we outline the points in diagnosis and treatment of organic brain diseases and
functional psychosis with emphasis on delirium, dementia and depression, which are typical pathologies often
encountered in every practice, in the process of differential diagnosis starting with examination of presence or absence
of disturbance of consciousness when we meet an old person who show abnormal behaviors. In case senile mental
disorders are considered, it is important to diagnosis keeping the phenomenon of aging in mind all the time as well as
considering that factors including physical conditions, decline of mental faculties and changes in social conditions are

linked complicatedly to form symptoms.
Key words : senile mental disorder, delirium, dementia, depression, treatment
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