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A Case with Successful Thoracoscopic Application of TachoComb®
for Intractable Lung Fistula after Lobectomy

Toshiyuki HIROSE, Suguru KIMURA, Yoshikazu SAKAKI, Akihiro SAKATA
Takanao SUMI, Toshihiro ICHIMORI, Junichi SEIKE

Division of Surgery, Komatsushima Red Cross Hospital

The patient was a 67-year-old man. He was examined by a nearby doctor as presence of a tumor shadow of about 4
cm in size was pointed out in the hilum of the right lung by a health examination. The bronchoscopy showed an
elevated lesion in the right middle lobe and it was diagnosed as adenocarcinoma by an exfoliative cytodiagnosis. The
patient thus was referred to our hospital. The right middle-lower lobectomy was performed on April 20. Since air
leakage was detected after the operation and was not alleviated readily, thoracoscopic closure of the fistula was
performed on May 2. Thoracoscopic observation revealed a pleural defect in the separated region between the upper
and middle lobes and air was leaking from the site. A TachoComb" was attached to this site. Air leakage was not
detectable 3 days after the operation and the drain was retracted on the fifth postoperative day and the patient was
discharged from the hospital on the ninth postoperative day.

Lung fistula persisting after an operation prolongs the period of drain detention and causes pyothorax. Although it is
basically treated by a re-operation, this is also very invasive to the patient. Closure of a fistula by thoracoscopic

application of TachoComb®™ seemed to be an effective method with a little invasion.
Key words : intractable lung fistula, TachoComb®, thoracoscopic surgery
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