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Varicella Encephalopathy Presenting Multiple Lesions on Brain MRI,
and Changing to Remarkable Brain Atrophy in Chronic Phase

Sato MATSUURA, Akiyoshi TAKAHASHI,

Kenichi SUGA, Yukiko OGAWA,

Masaki URUSHIHARA, Tadanori NAKATSU, Tetsuya YOSHIDA

Division of Pediatrics, Tokushima Red Cross Hospital

Chickenpox is a common childhood illness, but central nervous system complications were sometimes known

to occur. We reported a previously well 2-year-old male diagnosed as having varicella encephalopathy. He had developed

high fever and status epilepticus on the day following the onset of a chickenpox. The cerebrospinal fluid and brain

CT on admission showed normal findings, and he was treated by aciclovir, phenobalbital and glyceol immediately.

Although he recovered his consciousness on the 2nd day of admission, he presented left hemiplesia and motor

aphasia. Gradually his consciousness got worse and developed right dominant seizure on the 6t day. The magnetic

resonance imaging (MRI) on 8th day demonstrated multiple gray matter lesions of cerebrum. His consciousness
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and left hemiplegia improved slowly under the symptomatic treatment. On the 29t day, he discharged without
gait disturbance. The MRI on 534 day after onset demonstrated remarkable whole brain atrophy, especially in
frontal lobe.
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