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Adjustment of Environments for Hospitalized Patients-Effects of
Bed Location and Curtains on Indoor Climate

Fumie AITHARA, Kayo HAYASHI, Yukari MIMA,
Chikako INOI, Machie YAMOTO, Michiyo ENISHI

The Ward of 2-6, Tokushima Red Cross Hospital

Whether individuals can lead daily living under favorable or unfavorable environments can largely affect
preservation and promotion of their health. To keep the environments comfortable for patients, our hospital is
equipped with air conditioners. However, we often receive desires about room temperature control from patients
accommodated in multiple-bed wards. Bearing in mind the possibility that the location of beds and opening/
closing of curtains affect indoor climate, we recently measured and analyzed the temperature, relative humidity and
discomfort index in each ward with 4 to 6 beds. The analysis revealed that opening/closing of curtains and
the location of beds affected the indoor climate, and that the indoor climate differed between four-bed rooms
and six-bed rooms. The results indicate that it is desirable to keep the curtains fully open in six-bed rooms.
Curtains of hospital wards tend to be kept closed for reasons of patient’s condition and protection of privacy.
From now on, it seems essential to identify an optimum approach to individual cases, while paying due care to
protection of privacy.

The results indicate the importance of making devices and attempts to keep comfortable environments for

hospitalized patients.
Key words :indoor climate, multiple-bed wards, population density, privacy
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