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DEHP MEHP
Heflk  DEHP %I 5 #5557 Mg M ML/ 38 M e L/ L5
ug/mL pug/mL
1 #F%Fv—n 0.666 0.141 5 12 0.0106 0.0080 1.3 2.0
2 YUURARY) YV 0.449  0.062 7 20 0.0146 0.0077 1.9 3.7
3 UvEFHr 4.748  0.113 42 109 0.0100 0.0025 4.0 9.0
4 AVIIFYVRA-AFTIvy<VF 0.719  0.270 3 5 0.0065 0.0024 2.7 5.3
5 AYMIUKRA - AFTIVNLF  2.082 0.188 11 30 0.0049 0.0056 0.9 0.7
6 %L 0.407  0.080 5 11 0.0197 0.0097 2.0 3.6
7 &L 0.637  0.260 2 5 0.0044 0.0052 0.8 0.6
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Blood Levels of Di (2-Ethylhexyl) Phthalate (DEHP) in Hospitalized Patients
Yuki KUMIHASHI", Yuka OMOTE", Kazunori YAMAKAWA", Shiro ISHIDA®, Yoshiro OKANO®

1) Division of Pharmacy, Tokushima Red Cross Hospital

2 ) Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Tokushima Bunri University

Medical devices made of polyvinyl chloride contain di (2-ethylehxyl) phthalate (DEHP;a toxic substance having
testicular toxicity) as a plasticizer. In October 2002, the Japanese health authority issued a medicine/medical
device safety alert, inviting precaution on the use of medical devices containing DEHP.

To investigate the distribution and fate of DEHP in vivo following the use of medical devices containing DEHP,
we recently measured blood and plasma DEHP levels in hospitalized patients. This study revealed the presence
of DEHP and MEHP (a metabolite of DEHP) in blood and plasma of the patients although in small amounts.
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