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A difficult case of tuberculous spondylitis
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1) Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Japanese Red Cross Wakayama Medical Center
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Abstract
A female, age of 73, had pain on back. She had been consulted by her previous doctor

as it was pyogenic spondylitis, and had been recommended our hospital. By physical and
radiographic observation, we suspected it to be tuberculous spondylitis therefore we
operated biopsy to find there was no obvious responsible bacteria to be identified. We
again suspected it to be suberculous spondylitis by clinical symptoms and radiographic
observation, and eventually started giving a course of antibiotics. Three weeks later
incomplete paralysis and disorders on bladder and rectum were recognised. We operated
posterior instrumentation, anterior curettage and bone graft in order to identify the
responsible bacteria. From intraoperative specimen material, the following were found to
diagnose with tuberculous spondylitis ; tuberculous organism was positive ; Ogawa
nutrient medium was positive in four weeks ; pathological finding recognisedcaseous
necrosis in vertebral body. It was thereafter proved to be tuberculous spondylitis caused

from military tuberculosis, medical treatment has started and she was remedied.
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