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Current State of Convulsive Disorders in the Infantile Emergency Room of Our Hospital

Yoshihiro TODA, Takako UMEMOTO, Koichi SHICHIJYO, Nami INOUE,
Mayumi SUGIMOTO, Sato MATSUURA, Tadanori NAKATSU, Tetsuya YOSHIDA

Division of Pediatrics, Tokushima Red Cross Hospital

In 2005, the number of children managed as emergency (out of hours) outpatients at our hospital was 16, 965.
Cases of convulsive disorders accounted for about 1.8% (311 cases). An overwhelming majority of these cases
complained of febrile convulsion. In view of the age at which febrile convulsion often develops, most of these
patients are considered to be about 1-2 years old. The percentage of patients with epilepsy was relatively
high among elder children. Other than this condition, cases of convulsion associated with mild gastroenteritis,
meningitis, encephalitis, encephalopathy, etc., were often seen. The number of cases visiting to our unit increased
in the winter, a season when febrile disease develops more often. In many cases, convulsion had subsided by
the time the patient arrived at our hospital. However, it was not uncommon that status epilepticus was seen
in cases with underlying diseases or cases of encephalitis or encephalopathy. Smooth action is needed in such
cases since prolonged convulsion can adversely affects the prognosis. After convulsion was reduced by intravenous
diazepam therapy, continuous drip infusion of midazolam and trans-anal phenobarbital suppository therapy were
often used to keep the convulsion reduced. In cases where control of convulsion was difficult, continuous

intravenous infusion of thiamylal was often selected.
Key words :infantile emergency room, febrile convulsion, epilepsy, meningitis, encephalitis, encephalopathy
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