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Analysis of 10 Cases of Bacterial Meningitis Encountered at Our Hospital
over the Past Five Year Period

Takako UMEMOTO, Koichi SHICHIJYO, Mayumi SUGIMOTO, Eiko TODA,
Masami KAWAHITO, Tsutomu WATANABE, Tadanori NAKATSU, Tetsuya YOSHIDA

Division of pediatrics, Tokushima Red Cross Hospital

Bacterial meningitis is one of the most severe infections in children. The 10 cases of bacterial meningitis
treated at our department during the past five-year period from 2004 to 2008 were analyzed retrospectively.
The age upon disease onset ranged from 2 months to 7 years. The pathogen was Haemophilus influenzae in 9
cases, i.e., a majority of all cases (BLNAR in 2 cases). Group B streptococcus (GBS) was responsible in 1 case.
No patient died of the disease. Sequelae were seen in 2 cases. BLNAR was isolated in the 3latest cases. In
one of these 3 cases, we had difficult in selection of antibacterial agents. Early diagnosis and treatment are im-
portant factors determining the prognosis of children with bacterial meningitis. Because the symptoms of this
disease are often atypical, the possibility of this disease needs to be taken into account when dealing with chil-
dren presenting with fever. In cases suspected of having this disease, CSF examination is needed to establish
the diagnosis. During this study, we had an impression that the drug-resistant bacteria responsible for this
disease have been increasing. In addition, management of this disease solely by treatment after onset seems to
have a limit, in view of the cases where sequelae remained despite early start of treatment. It seems desirable
to use antibacterial drugs appropriately and to introduce periodical vaccination against Haemophilus influenzae
type b (Hib) as soon as possible.

Key words : bacterial meningitis, antibacterial therapy, BLNAR, Haemophilus influenzae b vaccinne
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