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A Case of Splenic Abscess Following Operation for

Bleeding of the Splenic Artery
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Kenji Kojima, Kiyoshi Isobe, Shunji Mori,

Takao Nishiumi and Takamori Nakayama
Department of Surgery, Shizuoka Red Cross Hospital

Abstract : A 69-year-old woman was admitted to the hospital because of advanced uterus
cancer. During admission, an emergency operation was performed for bleeding of the
splenic artery caused by gastric ulcer. Two weeks later, she had spike fever, and white
blood cell count and CRP increased. Abdominal CT scan revealed multiple abscesses of
the spleen and we perofrmed a splenectomy. The pathological findings revealed that the
spleen had both parts of abscess and infarction. These clilnical and pathological findings
suggested that the splenic abscess resulted from the splenic infarction. It is recentry
observed that most of splenic abscesses are opt to occur in the presence of some
underlying disease raised by Immunosuppressive condition, as during chemotherapy for
leukemia or having malignant tumor. Therefore, the early diagnosis and treatment would
be mondatory befor general condition of the patient takes a turn for the worse. Splenic
abscess is relativery rare, especially that secoundary to splenic infarction like this case.
This rare case of splenic abscess probably caused by splenic infarction following a
hemostatic operation for bleeding from the splenic artery is presented here.
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