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A Case of Systemic Lupus Erythematosus

Pericarditis induced by Procainamide

Shinichiro Morioka, Eiji Kubota, Takayoshi Soga,
Satoshi Yamazaki, Isao Takishima, Takahiko Nagahama

Department of Internal Medicine, Shizuoka Red Cross Hospital

Abstract : A 47 year-old female with a past medical history of hypertension and auto-
nomic imbalance was admitted to the hospital complaining of fever, left hypochondrial
pain and appetite loss. Clinical evaluation revealed pericarditis and pleuritis that were
caused by systemic lupus erythematosus or both Procainamide-induced lupus and SLE. It
is difficult to confirm an exact diagnosis as drug-induced lupus clinically overlaps with
the more common idiopathic diseases. However our conclusion is not that only
Procainamide induced these symptoms mentioned above because of positive anti-double
strand-deoxyribonucleic acid antibody, positive anti-SS-A/Ro antibody and hypocom-
plementemia, but that underlying systemic lupus erythematosus emerged symptomatic by
taking Procainamide. Considering of rationale treatment of each diseases, it is important
to clarify them strictly.
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