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Expected roles of emergency life-saving technicians employed at medical
institutions

Shunsuke TANIZAWAY | Yasushi FUKUTA?

1) Department of Emergency, Tokushima Red Cross Hospital
2 ) Division of Emergency, Tokushima Red Cross Hospital

Although the Emergency Life-Saving Technicians Act went into effect in April of 1991, emergency life-
saving technicians have been able to perform emergency life-saving procedures (33 medical activities allowed
by the Act) only in prehospital care. The Act was revised on October 1, 2021, and the revisions allow
these technicians to perform emergency life-saving procedures even within medical institutions and expand
the expected roles of emergency life-saving technicians employed at medical institutions (in-hospital life-
saving technicians). In this study, we identified duties that can be performed by in-hospital emergency life-
saving technicians, including medical assistance in the emergency room, medical assistance in the doctorcar,
patient transportation to another hospital in a vehicle without a doctor, and disaster relief activities. Assigning
these activities to in-hospital life-saving technicians as their regular duties may allow doctors and nurses to
concentrate on their own duties and should be helpful for task shifting. In the future, it may be necessary to
devise more specific rules, including separation of duties between nurses and in-hospital life-saving technicians
and expansion of the duties of the latter, and to educate other professional on the roles of in-hospital life-saving
technicians. Overall, our findings provide insights into the responsibilities of in-hospital life-saving technicians

and methods for reducing the burden on emergency medical services.
Key words : in-hospital life-saving technicians, Emergency Life-Saving Technicians Act, emergency room
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