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Role of Hospital Libraries under The Renewed
Medical Internship Program

—Analysis based on a questionnaire survey to librarians and residents—

Izumi Amano, Masako Mochizuki®

Library, Shizuoka Red Cross Hospital
1) Library, Fukuroi Municipal Hospital

Abstract : The renewed medical internship program has come into effect and hospital
libraries are required to offer services to residents. In order to review the role of libraries
and librarians under the new medical internship program, questionnaires were sent to a
total 157 hospitals and the responses were obtained from 93 librarians and 383 residents.
The finding shows that the hospitals have been purchasing monographs, journals and
magazines; however the introduction of “UpToDate” and “Today’s Diagnosis and
Treatment” required for Evidence-Based Medicine (EBM) is limited to 22.9% and 19.7%
of the hospitals responded respectively. Furthemore, orientation seminars for the librar-
ians are offered at 58% of the responded hospitals. To make an appeal as an attractive
hospital that provides the medical internship program, the enhancements of the libraries
are indispensable. Moreover, the librarians are required to implement orientation pro-
grams and actively support the effective utilization of libraries.

Key words : hospital libraries, orientation, postgraduate training, library services,
medical information database
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