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Is surgical treatment effective for iatrogenic accessory nerve injury?

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Japanese Red Cross Kyoto Daini Hospital
Hiroyoshi Fujiwara

Abstract

The spinal accessory nerve is composed of a cranial and spinal root. Most of accessory
nerve injuries (ANI) are due to the iatrogenic causes such as biopsy or excision of tumor
around neck. In the present study, we have analyzed the results of surgical treatment for the
15 cases of ANI. The mean presurgical period was 7.5 months (range 3-16 months). Nine
patients underwent end-to-end repair, while 6 patients underwent nerve graft repair. Both
end-to-end and graft repairs showed the good surgical results. Surgical treatment is recom-
mended for ANI patient considering the previous reports together with our data.

Key words : iatrogenic, accessory nerve, surgical treatment



