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Abstract

Under the advanced modern medicine, many hospitalized patients infected easily cause a
weakened immune system. How to control and prevent the hospital-acquired infections is an im-
portant issue.

Among three elements to prevent the infection (removal of the source of infection, blocking
the pathway, enhancement of the ability to fight infection), blocking the route of infection, i.e.
hand hygiene, is the most convenient and effective. However, Semmelweiss lesson “hand wash-
ing” has not been necessarily practiced all over the world.

The infection trend due to the microbe represented by MRSA is monitored by the infection
control and prevention section everyday. When outbreak is doubted, it is immediately reported to
the hospital head, and a quick action led by the hospital head is necessary for the solution as a
part of the crisis control.

To prevent and control the hospital-acquired infections, there are “activities not make the re-
sistant bacteria” and “activities not expand the microbes”. It is the most important that the physi-
cian who should know the condition of the patient well use the antibiotics appropriately so as
not to make the resistant bacteria. As the activities not expand the microbes in a hospital, there
are promotions of the hand hygiene, infection surveillance, guidance of infection measures, con-
sultation, and the educational activities, etc. These activities are necessary to cope by medical
team.

Infection control support system using a computer network manages the huge information
automatically and hopefully improves the infection control issues dramatically from earlier meas-
ure at the early stage.

It is also important to protect staff from infection due to hepatitis B, epidemic viral diseases
and seasonal influenza by vaccination and prevention needlestick accidents.

Key words : hospital-acquired infections, hand hygiene, outbreak, antibiotics



