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A study of hepatitis B virus (HBV) reactivation associated with
immunosuppression/chemotherapy at our hospital, 2015-2017
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Here, we investigated hepatitis B virus (HBV)
reactivation associated with immunosuppression/
chemotherapy at out hospital over the past 3
years. Between January 2015 and December 2017,
HBV reactivation was observed in 7 of 2,950
patients (0.24%), including 2,105 patients (1,848
with solid cancer and 257 with hematological
malignancy) enrolled in an anticancer drug
protocol and 845 patients administered immuno-
suppressants for autoimmune diseases. One
patient was hepatitis B surface antigen-positive
and 6 patients had been infected in the past. HBV
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reactivation was observed in 2 of the 2,105
patients treated with (R-CHOP: a combination of
rituximab, cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin,
vincristine, and prednisolone); both had malignant
lymphoma. HBV reactivation was observed in 5
of the 845 patients with autoimmune diseases: 3
with rheumatoid arthritis (abatacept,
salazosulfapyridine, and methotrexate), 1 with
scleroderma (cyclophosphamide), and 1 with
pustular psoriasis (secukinumab). Hepatitis
reactivation was prevented in all 7 patients by the
administration of nucleoside/nucleotide analogues.



