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Summary

It is reported that the “Do Not Attempt Resuscitation” (hereafter referred to as DNAR)

order creates issues at our hospital as follows:

(1) There are many cases in which decision making is made by a family representative.

(2) The definition of DNAR itself is nebulous.

(3) The responsibility for decision making relies solely on the attending doctor.

(4) Medical staff have to discuss the DNAR order with the family members even though
trustworthy relationships have not yet developed.

DNAR consensus meetings were held to explore satisfactory resolutions to these

difficulties. It became clear that the Interdisciplinary staff members are beset with ethical

dilemmas. Furthermore, it was agreed that it is an indispensable task for hospital staff

to ensure that both they themselves and the family have a thorough understanding of the

DNAR concept and work toward a mutual agreement for DNAR acceptance. It is

recommended that our hospital establishes clinical ethics conferences and develops a

comprehensive understanding of ethics within teams comprised of the various departments

concerned.
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