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A Case of Small Cell Carcinoma of the Thymus
Detected with Pain at the Left Hypochondrium
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Abstract : A T2-year old man was admitted to our hospital because of pain in his
left hypochondrium. The chest computed tomography(CT) scan showed masses in the
left anterior mediastinum, left libs, and middle lobe of right lung. Thickening of the
left pleura was detected, too. In addition, the serum level of CYFRA was increased
to 16.2 ng/ml.

CT-guided needle biopsy was performed in the left costal mass, and the
immunostaining revealed it the small cell carcinoma . Therefore, considering the pro-
gress, we made a diagnosis of primary small cell carcinoma of thymus with metasta-
ses in left pleura, left libs, middle lobe of right lung. The patient was treated
with combination chemotherapy consisting of adriamycin, cyclophosphamide,
vincristine, and cisplatin(ADOC therapy). After three cycles of the chemotherapy,
both primary and metastatic tumors were shrinked and serum level of CYFRA de-
creased.
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Small cell carcinoma, Chemotherapy
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