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Bilateral congenital blepharoptosis in monozygotic twins
Hiroaki NAGAE, Hirotaka SUGINO
Division of Plastic Surgery, Tokushima Red Cross Hospital

Here, we present the case of concordance of bilateral congenital blepharoptosis in monozygotic twins. This is
the first report of congenital blepharoptosis in monozygotic twins in Japan.

Six-year-old monozygotic twin boys developed bilateral blepharoptosis. There was no other family history. To
correct the deformity, a left fascia lata graft was inserted between the frontal muscle and the tarsus under
general anesthesia. At about 6 months after the operation, they showed good results.

Congenital blepharoptosis patients have little levator palpebrae superioris muscle function. Therefore, frontal
muscle suspension with autogenous fascia is usually applied. Good results were achieved for sling operation
using a fascia lata graft shaped in the form of the Chinese character hito ().

Genetic analysis was reported for hereditary congenital blepharoptosis pedigrees, and 2 modes of inheritance
are known. Concordance of bilateral congenital blepharoptosis in monozygotic twins supports a transmissible

genetic defect as contributing factor to the development of congenital blepharoptosis.

Key words : congenital blepharoptosis, monozygotic twins, sling operation, graft shaped like the Chinese character
hito (A)
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