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Current status of pediatric inpatients with infectious disease in our hospital
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Abstract

70.2% of 1,515 children who were admitted to the pediatric ward of our hospital between
April 2010 and March 2011, had infectious disease. Infected sites consisted of the lower airway
(49.1%), upper airway (18.5%), digestive system (16.7%), skin/muscles (5.1%) and central nerv-
ous system (3.1%). The male/female ratio was 1.20. Approximately 80% of the children were 5
years old or younger (approximately 50% : less than 2 years old). In causative viruses, RS, rota-
virus and influenza accounted for 64.2%. There were apparently seasonal changes in the number
of inpatients. Especially in summer, the number of inpatients was reduced. For bacterial culture,
specimens were collected from the nasal cavity in 25.0% of the children, pharynx in 24.8%, ve-
nous blood in 23.5%, urine in 10.5%, stools in 9.4% and cerebrospinal fluid in 3.2%. The bacte-
rial isolation rates for the nasal cavity and pus were high (63.9 and 55.6%, respectively). How-
ever, those for the pharynx and venous blood were low (25.3 and 1.5%, respectively). Strategies
to prevent infection in medical staff/attending families and antibiogram proper to each hospital
based local factor are important in pediatric ward.

Key words : pediatric ward, pediatric inpatient, infectious disease, seasonal change, antibiogram
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