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The Relationships between Clinical Nurses’ Intuition, Education, Independent
Nursing Practice, and Years of Experience

Atsuko SUZUKI, Sachi SHIRAKI, Shoko NAKANO, Hiwa SHINOHARA, Hiromi FUKUTA
6th floor, South Ward of Tokushima Red Cross Hospital

The aim of this study is to investigate the relationships between clinical nurses’ intuition, education,
independent nursing practice, and years of experience. We conducted a survey with 468 clinical nurses at
Hospital A using a questionnaire based on the scale modified by Kawahara in order to obtain insights into
the development of intuition among clinical nurses.

The findings were as follows: With regard to education, the group that participated in emergency training
had significantly higher intuition than did the group that did not participate. With regard to independent
intuition in nursing practice, the group of nurses that engaged in reflection, actively listened to stories of
experience, and utilized their experiences had significantly higher intuition than those that did not engage in
these activities. Moreover, the intuition of nurses who practiced reflection was found to be significantly high
for all factors. Additionally, nurses’ intuition tended to increase with increasing years of experience. However,
with regard to the involvement factor, there was no significant difference, although the intuition score was
higher for nurses with fewer years of experience.

These results suggest that intuition develops not only by accumulating years of experience, but also by
gaining meaningful experiences such as training, active participation in nursing practice, and learning by

serving in different roles.
Key words : intuition, education, clinical nursing practice, nursing experience
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