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Patient interview to take allergy history in an emergency department
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Abstract : [Introduction] In our emergency department, resident physicians are
instructed to take past history separately for drug and food allergies and bronchial
asthma and also document the conditions for occurrence. In this study, we investigated
whether patients' allergy history was taken adequately in the emergency department.
[Subjects/Methods] We retrospectively analyzed descriptions about past allergy history
and details of allergic conditions in medical records of 784 outpatients who visited
the emergency department in March 2016 and were not patients with an obstetric
disease or cardiopulmonary arrest. [Results] Allergy history was described for 89.9%
(705/784) of subjects. It was described if allergy was related to drugs or food and if the
patient had bronchial asthma in 76.6% (596/778), 76.0% (591/778), and 74.9% (583/778),
respectively, and causative agents and conditions were specified in 70.2% (40/57), 47.4%
(18/38), and 62.5% (30/48), respectively. The rate of documenting the allergy history was
94.1% (544/578) among residents in initial training, 88.6% (140/158) among emergency
physicians, and 43.8% (21/48) among senior physicians in nonemergency departments.
[Discussion] Patients' allergy history was taken mostly in the emergency department,
but insufficient details were described in medical records. Descriptions tended to be
inadequate when the attending physician was a senior physician from a nonemergency
department, patient' condition was mild, or the emergency department was busy with
outpatients.
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